
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



I06 THE PHILOSOPHICAL REVIEW. 

egg against some destructive effect of the developmental process itself. In 
artificial parthenogenesis, the first of these results, the formation of the fer- 
tilization membrane, is accomplished by treating the egg with some of the 
lower monobasic fatty acids, or with extract of blood, tissue, or sperm froth 
some other species, or with various chemical reagents. The common quality 
of these and basis of their efficacy seems to be a solvent action (cytolysis) on 
the cortical layer of the egg, probably fatty or lipoid in nature, rendering it 
more permeable to water. The second or immunizing action may be secured 
in two ways; first, immersion in a 'hypertonic' solution (more concentrated 
than sea water and with higher osmotic pressure) followed by transfer to the 
normal medium; and second, through the inhibition of development for several 
hours by deprivation of oxygen or treatment with a cyanide. In natural 
fertilization the two effects are apparently produced by different specific sub- 
stances in the spermatozSon, both entirely distinct from the substances which 
transmit the paternal characters. The nature of the immunizing action, like 
that of the deleterious effects of the oxidations against which the egg must be 
protected, is unknown. 

F. H. Knight. 
Cornell University. 
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